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Ministry Coordination Board Notes 
March 10th, 2010 

 
Vince Walsh-Rock, Vice Moderator, led the meeting.   
Thoughts from Rev. Nayiri: How can we create opportunities to connect more as an entire 
congregation on Sunday mornings? March 21st is the first session of the interim process.  
 

Following our meeting in February, Rev. Nayiri drafted a proposed concept schedule for leadership training with a 
possible date of April 10. Thoughts were shared about widening the focus beyond leadership development to include 
how to share one’s gifts with the church and its ministries.   
 
Sharing by ministries and committees:  
 
Buildings and Grounds-Judi Davenport:  A new church sign to be included with an overall landscape plan which is 
going forward with seed money already received. New carpeting for the 6th floor. Spring work day is May 1. 
 
Christian Education-Laurie Olsen: Working to make entrances to be more child friendly. CE will assist Confirmation 
team as needed. Adult leaders are needed for youth ministry. A team to plan adult education is being explored. 
Dialogue with WASL to explore opportunities for whole community worship. Linda Schranz developed a flow chart for 
a visual representation of the responsibilities of CE and for WASL. Such a visual representation would be helpful for 
all boards and ministries. Linda offered to help other boards to develop similar documents. 
 
Christian Fellowship-John Hall (written report):  Hosted a successful Ash Wednesday dinner. Several positive 
reflections were offered.  CF is considering a game night as a future activity. 
 
Christian Mission-Elizabeth Salley: Mission eggs will be available around Easter. The ministry is looking for new ways 
to raise money. Adrienne Colvert-Graham offered to do a presentation from the Walk-In Ministry of Hope for other 
boards and possibly the congregation. A report from WIMOH will be shared with Congregational Care in the future. 
 
Christian Witness-Barb Hammack:  April 7 & April 14 Christian Witness will be showing the film “Beyond our 
Differences.” “Fish Out of Water” will be shown in May as part of ONA. “Half the Sky” was shown in March. More on 
ONA in April and May – format to be determined. 

 
Congregational Care-Cathy Sanders: -Potato Bake Maundy Thursday – worship and then clean-up afterward. 
 
Endowment - Tom Williams: Will have a meeting soon. 
 
Evangelism & Membership-Brett Johnson: Working to utilize free publicity opportunities. Photos of events will be used 
in newspapers.  
 
Family Life-Pam Wiermerslage: Enrollment is way ahead for next year particularly full-time kindergarten. 
 
Finance & Budget-Larry Bryant: Adrienne volunteered to learn the bookkeeping computer system as a backup. 
Committee is working on budget projections to apply income and expenses where they actually occur as opposed to 
prorated annually.  
 
Lay delegates-Brett Johnson is a member of the search committee for a new conference minister who will be meeting 
April 10th with the hope of selecting a candidate – Fox Valley Conference Spring Meeting will be April 24th. 
 
Leadership-Dirk Gutzke:  Looking to revisit the time and talent sheets.   
 
Personnel–Jan Hessler: Working on revising the Personnel Policies & Procedures Manual last updated in 2001.  
 
WASL-Bill Kundert: Considering for this summer to do blended services with traditional elements and elements of 
Guided Path. Consideration to replace the pews in the Chapel balcony with chairs, as well as relocating the piano to 
the youth room. Discussion about the harpsichord, its appraisal and future needs given its current condition.   
 
Jan Bondiman, Church Secretary, has accepted a full-time Administrative Secretary position at First Methodist 
Church in LaGrange. Her last day at FCC is March 12. We thank her and wish her well.  
 
Next MCB meeting: Wednesday, April 14th – 6:30 p.m. – Room 503. 
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Our Church Staff  
The Rev. Nayiri Karjian, Interim Senior Minister 
Cathy Sanders, Minister of Pastoral Care and Visitation 
Kevin Ballard, Director of Music Ministries and Organist/Choirmaster 
Maria Carini, Assistant Director of Music Ministries 
Jim Molina, Sunday Celebration Coordinator 
Marilee Williams, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Julie Maxwell, Director of Youth Ministries 
Laura Lithio, Administrative Secretary 
Linda Vytlacil, Bookkeeper 
Carl Lorek, Custodian 
Catherine Sexton, Director, Family Life Program 
Radika Jungwirth, Administrative Assistant, Family Life Program 
Dave Humphreys, Director, Two Way Street Coffee House 
Adrienne Colvert, Treasurer 
The Rev. Dr. Robert D. Schieler, Pastor Emeritus 

1047 Curtiss Street 
Downers Grove, Illinois 
60515 
 

First Congregational United Church of Christ, 
Downers Grove, IL 

Phone: 630-968-0358 
Fax:  630-968-7568 

The Pilgrim 
April 2010 

Sunday Worship: 
9:00 and 10:45 a.m. 

Everyone is welcome! 

www.uccdg.org 

Twitter @ http://www.twitter.com/uccdg 

Facebook @ http://facebook.com/uccdg.org 


