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Dear Ones:

As a church moving into 2007, trying to get those
last dollars pledged, and a budget and slate
prepared to be voted upon, we make ready for yet
another Annual Meeting. (see page 2 for details
about January 28.)  We would do well to re-read
what Paul the Apostle has to say in I Corinthians 12
in preparation for the future we face together. 

If you've forgotten or never knew, that chapter of
Paul includes the analogy of the church to the
human body. We're reminded that God created and
designed the human body as an interdependent
system. WE BELONG TO EACH OTHER (vss. 16-17)
and without each other we function in terribly
unhealthy ways.  Furthermore, GOD CHOSE OUR
DIFFERENT PARTS. (v. 18) Our church body thrives,
precisely because of the diversity among us–it's
up to us to DISCOVER AND RELEASE this diversity!
We must ALL realize that "...the members of the
body that seem to be weaker are indispensable..."
(v.22) EACH PART OF THE BODY IS VITAL!

It's said that jazz great Harry Connick Jr. used to
have his whole band take a break and leave the
stage while he proceeded to solo on each
instrument left behind: piano, then trumpet,
trombone, sax, upright bass, electric bass,
electronic keyboard, and finally the drums. He'd do
this for 25 minutes ten years ago. Today, he's just
as talented as ever, but while entertaining, he'll call
out the band members by name and let them take
over. He leaves the spotlight and moves into the
side-stage darkness. He'll clap and dance wildly
behind them in the shadow of their moment. It's a
party of music for all to play in...And so it must be
for this church. The Christbody here at 1047
Curtiss, when functioning well in design, diversity,

and display, is truly something to behold! I believe I
can do more of my better work "back stage" this
year. 

I believe we need each other to function as the
Living Spirit of Christ. If the gifts of some go
unused, then we're just a bunch of hot air, 
instead of living, breathing beautiful ministry and
mission together!  

Blessings to you!

Words are incredibly inadequate to
express our gratitude for the many
cards, hugs, and heartfelt support
you've given us upon my father's
death. We thank you for the love, the
patience, and the understanding
you've shown in the midst of our
family's grief and mourning The ways
in which you ministered to us have
been true blessings that we will
never forget.    

-The Hoglunds         
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Worship in January 2007
January 7 9:00 and 10:45 a.m.

“Children of Light”
Pew Communion

Jesus is true light. He illuminates who we are, why we are
here, and where we are going. It's difficult to see a candle
flame in a brightly lit room, but strike even a single match in
the darkness, and every eye will be drawn to it. Jesus says
we are the light. We are not becoming the light as much as
we already ARE the light, by virtue of His presence within us.
Rev. Laura's sermon urges us to shine more brightly in
2007. Time to step out of the shadows and stop blocking
what He has already made us to be!

January 14 9:00 and 10:45 a.m.
“The Pure, Unadulterated Joy of Jesus”
Informational meeting for prospective

members at 10:45 a.m. (see below)
Today, Rev. Bill recalls the Wedding Feast at Cana, where
things had gone terribly wrong at a wedding, Jesus' mother
stepped in and asked Jesus to save the day. The Gospel of
John only shares seven miraculous "signs" of Jesus' special
redemptive role. Why was this tale one of the seven? We
often think of our religion as a bunch of "thou shalt nots"
when truly, we should be rejoicing in the freedom Christ
brings! Come, be uplifted and enjoy! 

Informational Meeting for Prospective Members
Start the New Year out right! Around 10:45 a.m., we invite
people interested in learning more about who we are and
what we believe to gather down in Fellowship Hall for roughly
an hour. Then, if your questions are answered, we'd love for
you to consider joining our fellowship the following week,
January 21 at our 9:00 a.m. service of worship. Contact
Rev. Bill at (630) 968-0358, extension 226, if you wish to
join the church but cannot attend this meeting. He will be
happy to schedule a convenient alternative with you.

January 21 9:00 and 10:45 a.m.
“Of Facelifts and Faithlifts”

New members received at 9:00 a.m.
Today, Rev. Bill reviews portions of Psalm 139,
a beautiful prayer in which the writer revels in
the pervasive presence of God in his life, both
now and forever. As we renew vows to lose
weight, exercise more, and are generally
exercising our January vanities, let us consider
the wonder of the human body, "fearfully and
wonderfully made." In so considering the
miracle of divine technology, our souls can
indeed be lifted up! No botox necessary!

 January 28 9:00 and 10:45 a.m.
"Speaking the Truth, Even When

Familiarity Breeds Contempt"
On this, the day of our Annual Meeting, Rev. Bill
examines the story of Luke 4:21-30. When the
people of Nazareth who had known Jesus very
well were ready to throw him over a cliff
because of their anger, Jesus knew how to
balance affirmation and challenge when
addressing would-be and existing followers. As
we see in Jesus' example, it's important to
speak the truth in love, even when the expected
response may not be what we want to hear.

Hear Ye, Hear Ye: Annual Meeting Held on January 28
After the Sunday Celebration service concludes on January 28, we will be feasting down in
Fellowship Hall prior to moving back to the Sanctuary to elect officers, thank outgoing officers,
and approve a 2007 budget. You indicated you enjoyed Lee and Eddie's cuisine and the cost is
$7 per adult and $3.50 for children under the age of 12. But we need to
know if you're eating or not. Please call the church office at 630-968-
0358 or mark an “A” with the number attending by your name in the
friendship folders, ok? 



3

Adult Ed in January
Come Learn With Us!

Sunday Series–Begins January 7
“Bible Quest”

6:00 p.m. in the Chapel
Char Wild, Leader

Have you been wanting to read and study The Bible? 
Every week we will have Bible verses to read and
discuss for use in our everyday living. Please see
page 4 for a complete schedule for Bible Quest and
further information.

Sunday Series–January 7
“Knitting Into the Mystery”
(Class follow-up to sermon)

10:45 a.m in the Chapel
Sit down with a group of knitters anywhere and ask
them to tell you stories about how they learned to
knit. Many of the stories are humorous, some are
tender; nearly all of them reveal relationships with at
least one other person. Rev. Laura would like to
invite all knitters and all who are interested in knitting
to join her in a study of the book KNITTING INTO THE
MYSTERY by Susan S. Jorgensen to discover why
knitting is now a ministry in many churches and a way
for young and old to connect.  Experienced knitters
are invited to bring their knitting to this class.

Wednesday Series
 January 10, 17, 24, and February 7

“Scriptural Starting Points for the New Year”
9:30 a.m. in the Parlor

Rev Bill Hoglund, teacher
Rev. Bill Hoglund invites you to join him for Bible
Study in the church parlor starting promptly at 9:30
a.m. and ending promptly an hour later. We'll be
using four Scripture passages that help us start the
New Year off with hope, power, and perseverance! 
We'll review beloved favorites like the boy David
weighing in versus Goliath, along with other familiar
stories that remind us how trouble produces
patience, and patience produces character, and
character produces hope. And hope never
disappoints us, because God's love has been poured
out to fill our hearts! You will be encouraged to

"listen to the text" and ponder how it touches you as
never before! Consider bringing a friend. Feel free to
bring your own insulated beverage mug, but no other
refreshments will be served. (Haven't we been
tempted enough over the holidays?)

Sunday Series–January 14 and 21
“What Is a Parable?”

10:45 a.m. in the Chapel
Mary and Al Winiecki, teachers

Jesus played upon the stereotypes and tensions in
His world and wove explosive stories, called
parables, that called into questions the everyday
assumptions of his audience. For centuries, these
parables have been routinely misread and largely
underestimated. Now scholars are attempting to
recover their irony, edginess, and effrontery. This
lecture will describe parables and show how they can
destabilize their listeners’ world even today.

Sunday Series–January 28
“The 10 Greatest Gifts I Give My Children”

(Parenting from the Heart)
10:45 a.m in the Chapel

Dr. Jan Remer-Osborn, Ph.D.
Learn how to encourage your children to develop their
own character (and strengthen yours) from this
wonderful book by Steven W. Vannoy.
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Children's Ministries

All Aboard The Holyland Xpress!

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM THE HOLYLAND XPRESS!!!

The curriculum for this new year includes something for everyone. If you have ever considered
helping the children of this church learn the word of The Bible, now is the time.  This would also
be a way to reacquaint yourself with the Bible. You may find that each time you explore The
Bible it will affect you differently today than it did yesterday.  Please write your name on the
Opportunity Page outside the Parlor doors for the area that interests you. 

The first unit this year is "Making Good Choices, Using Self-Control." We will learn that as
Children of God, we are called to follow the example of Daniel and make choices that will help us
take care of our minds and bodies.  We will focus on an age-old dilemma—to follow God or
succumb to the pressures of the world.  Daniel's faithfulness and obedience provides us with
the framework to help children understand the importance of using self-control and making
choices that will honor God instead of the ways of the world.

We want to give a big welcome to Jenny Sell who is our new Crib Room Teacher. Thank you to all
who showed an interest and we will keep you in mind if a substitute is needed. 

We wish you all Peace, Love and Health throughout the New Year.

Jenni and Marilee

Junior Youth Fellowship (4th, 5th & 6th Graders)
Friday, January 19 at 7:00 P.m.

Let's beat the winter doldrums with a movie & pizza!  On Friday, January
19 at 7:00 p.m., we'll meet in the "Grove Cinema" (Room 605) at the
church.  We'll have some pizza and watch the movie
"Antz".

Please bring $3.00 to cover the cost of pizza.  AND DON'T FORGET to bring a
friend!  Please call Jan Bondiman in the church office at 968-0358, ext.
243 to let us know you're coming.
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First Congregational Church UCC
of Downers Grove

cordially requests
the pleasure of your presence

at the

7th Annual Winter Ball

at
Drury Lane

100 Drury Lane
Oakbrook Terrace, IL

Black Tie Optional
$35.00/person

Please RSVP by January 10 to Jan
Bondiman in the church office at
630-968-0358, ext. 243
or fccdgjb@firstcongdg.org, 
or call Gail Jaroski at 630-916-0149

On The Menu:
Cream of Broccoli Soup
Caesar Salad
Chicken Wellington
Julienne of Zucchini and Carrots
Buttered Whipped Potatoes
Deep Dish Apple Pie w/Cinnamon

Cream and Carmel Sauce

Womens retreat
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Notes from the Music Room . . . January 2007

Happy New Year! How will you be active in the Music Ministry of First Congregational in 2007? Here are a few
possibilities:
C Pray for the musicians and various musical ministries
C Join one of the organized vocal or instrumental groups
C Play an instrument or provide special music during worship or at other events
C Bring your friends and neighbors to First Congregational to experience a wide range of special musical

events including Sunday Celebration, Chancel Choir's presentation of Vivaldi's Gloria, the Junior Choir
musical, and many more

Feel free to contact any of the music leaders if you are interested in learning about opportunities or to share
ideas. 

Kevin Ballard - Director of Music Ministries and Organist/Choirmaster, Chancel Choir, Anacrusis Ringers,
vocalists, instrumentalists (630-768-6293 or orgelknab@sbcglobal.net)
Maria Carini - Assistant Director of Music, Junior Choir, Tintinnabulators 
Jim Molina - Sunday Celebration Coordinator, Guiding Path
Jann Mochelle - Fellowship Choir
Peggy Gutzke - Cherub Choir
Jan Remer-Osborn - Harps Angelica

Good News From Honduras

I was sitting at my computer one evening recently
when the computer phone rang. I have a product on
my computer called Skype that allows me to make
and receive calls through my computer. Anyway, it
was Lisa Armstrong, the missionary nurse that we
have visited who is also our connection to Green
Parrot Coffee. Lisa and I both have videocams on our
computers so we can see each other while we are
talking. Lisa turned on her videocam and in front of it
was Cindy Ordoñez. Cindy wanted to thank me, and
us, for supporting her through high school. 

As you may know, Cindy finished her three years at
the A.I.E.H. high school in San Pedro Sula in
November. There were graduation ceremonies and all
the hoopla that goes with that event. The remarkable
thing is that Cindy is the first person in her entire
family who has graduated and this is really a big
event for them. The Mission Ministry voted to direct
$100.00 toward a gift for Cindy and I was charged
with getting the gift. When Valerie and I were on a trip
to Washington, DC, we bought a gold cross at the gift
shop at the National Cathedral. We then purchased a
chain to go with it and I mailed it to her. Last week
the gift arrived and Lisa presented it to Cindy on
behalf of us last Sunday. Cindy was thrilled with the
gift and thanked us all very much. I think I will receive
a package containing some pictures in the next few
weeks which I will share with you when it arrives. Just
a reminder that the aluminum can project has
provided some of this support. I have been

accumulating about $50 a month from the recycling
center for the past three years. In addition, some
church members have helped with this project and
the rest was covered by Valerie and me.

After Cindy left the screen, Lisa showed us a little
girl, about one year old but very small for one year.
Her name is Jessica. About a year ago, Lisa rescued
a little boy named Juan. At the time, Juan was about
six months old and in very bad health due to neglect
and malnutrition. Lisa not only nursed him back to
stable health but she has gained custody of him and
he now lives with her full-time. Lisa has done that for
Jessica and we did not know it until that night. Lisa
now has custody of a little boy and a little girl. I have
never heard her so happy, so grateful, or so spirit-
filled. Because of some medical problems, Lisa is not
able to have her own children but now she has one of
each and this is a life dream for her. It seems
impossible to me that she can do so much and
continue to take on additional responsibilities. I
cannot tell you what a wonderful gift this phone
conversation was last night. Valerie and I both had
tears in our eyes when we finished. What a
marvelous Christmas gift this was to us. I just wanted
to share it with my friends.

-Submitted by Ted Rock
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First Friday Fellowship, Fun and Food
First Friday will be gathering on Friday, January 5 at
6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Six dollars will cover a
delicious dinner and fun program. Susan Shields will
be returning to teach line dancing. If you are not able
to dance, it’s fun to be an observer!

Looking ahead, our February 2 get together will be a
program on South America, presented by our own
Harold and Neysa Laughlin. 

First Friday is a fellowship group for adults of any age
and meets on the first Friday evening of each month.

Our next blood drive is
scheduled for Tuesday,
January 30, 2007, in
Fellowship Hall. It will start
at 2:00 p.m. and the last
appointment will be

scheduled for 7:30 p.m. If you have given blood at
church in the last two years, you are on our call list
and will be contacted. However, newcomers to the
church or if the caller can't catch up with you, we still
want your blood! Call Joyce Nerud (969-1361) and
set up a time appointment. This is an IMPORTANT
outreach program, sponsored by our Congregational
Care Ministry. We hope you will help us meet our
goal. Please mark your calendar for January 30.

Hoglunds Headed for Sunshine
Our pastors head south on January 31, seeking some
fun in the sun. During that time, you are encouraged
to contact Ms. Cathy Sanders, our Commissioned
Minister of Pastoral Care at 630-887-9112 for any of
your pastoral needs.
Bill and Laura will be back on February 7.

DuPage Community Clinic
Seeks Medical Professionals

The DuPage Community Clinic is a free
medical/dental clinic serving low income, DuPage
County residents who have no insurance or
governmental assistance. Their offices are at 1506
E. Roosevelt Road in Wheaton, and 401 E. North
Avenue in Villa Park. They are seeking nurses, LPNs,
CNAs, and EMTs to volunteer at either office. Primary
care physicians, cardiologists, dermatologists,
endocrinologists, gynecologists, nephrologists,
optometrists, orthopedics, and surgeons are also
needed to volunteer at the clinic or serve as referral
specialty sites at their private offices. Dietitians,
social workers, certified or experienced medical
translators, data entry, receptionists, and
clerical/office volunteers are also needed for the
Wheaton office. The dental clinic at the Wheaton

office is seeking dentists and dental hygienists. If
you are interested in volunteering or need more
information, contact Yessica Cabrera at (630)
682-0631, ext. 19.

Stewardship Truths about Your Generosity
The so-called "treasure principle," taught in the Bible
but widely neglected today, is just this: When it
comes to money, you can't take it with you–but you
can send it on ahead. Planning for our 2007 church
budget is getting down to the wire and we need YOU
to make a commitment to store up treasures for
yourself in your true home: heaven. The single
greatest obstacle to generous giving is the illusion
that this world is really our home. We cling so tightly
to our wealth on earth because we worry about
building security here. But the Bible teaches that we
do not finally belong here and that we do not own our
earthly riches anyway. Rather, we are only pilgrims on
the earth and managers of God's riches. Because of
this truth, we should actively handle money and
possessions so as to invest in eternity. By giving
rather than keeping money, we store up wealth in
heaven. Thus, the generous giver, as he or she nears
his or her death, is moving toward their real
treasures, rather than leaving them behind to
become dust. If you haven't gotten around to making
a pledge to church for 2007, we're really running out
of time! Be bold, be faithful, and LOVE GOD BACK. 
Lost your pledge materials? Call church and we'll
send you more! Call Linda Tarcak, the Bookkeeper
(968-0358, ext. 222) and you can even confidentially
phone in your pledge! Do it now! And God Bless You! 

    --The Ministry of Stewardship--

Buying a New Car?
Give the Gift of Transportation
to a Homeless Family Through

Bridge Communities
Bridge Communities–a non-profit, transitional
housing program serving homeless families in
DuPage County with which this church partners–is
looking for individuals or businesses that would like
to donate used cars. The cars are used by homeless
families who are in transition to self-sufficiency.
Donations are tax deductible. Bridge Communities is
a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, with offices in
Glen Ellyn. To donate your used car to help
homeless families served by Bridge
Communities, or to find out how to support
Bridge in another way, please call Mark Milligan
at 630-545-0610, x.10. The Bridge Communities
website is www.bridgecommunities.org.
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What’s New at First Congregational That We Can Celebrate?
A monthly “good news” column by Rev. Laura

Good News continues to abound at First Congregational UCC, Downers Grove.
What can we celebrate this month?

C At one point there were 86 musicians on the chancel making music at our Annual Advent Concert. Young
and old alike found joy in the merry sounds of Christ-with-us.

C Nineteen church staff members came together at Aodake Japanese Restaurant in Darien for a fun
Christmas luncheon. After lunch we enjoyed one another in the informal setting of the Coffee House for
homemade goodies. Our church contributes some funds to help cover the luncheon as a Christmas gift to
our staff. Thanks, First Congregational!!

C Our homebound people were loved this year at Christmas with special cards, homemade cookies, caroling,
communion calls by Revs. Bill and Laura, and poinsettias. We have a ministry to the homebound during the
year. Please call me or speak with our Congregational Care Ministry members to say you’re interested in
sharing time with one of 39 wonderful members who can't get to church. You will be blessed.

C Our pastors and Personnel Committee were visited by Rev. Jonathan Knight, Fox Valley Association Minister,
to get advice on how to successfully move through the transition time resulting from the abrupt leaving of
our long-time music director. Jonathan assured our congregation that, on the negative side, there is always
some scuttlebutt. Jonathan's advice was to stay respectful of people's fears/concerns/reactions and be
intentionally proactive about moving on with maintaining healthy and positive staff/parish relations. 

C The Health and Wellness Ministry of our church is setting up a Health and Wellness Sunday in March. How
can you be wholistic in the new year? Join our TOPS (Take Off Pounds) group, go to our AA group, go to one
of the pastors with a concern of your heart, come to worship. We are a wellspring of resources if you are
open to being truly healthy. 

C Twenty six confirmands are growing in their faith. You can, too! Char Wild will be leading a newly-formed
Bible study group. Rev. Bill is, too! To be a growing Christian you need be more than a pew-sitter. Bible
study and adult education are the key to the next step in your faith journey. Be honest. If you're on a
plateau, it's time to dig in!

C Julie Maxwell, in addition to being our youth minister, is now employed by Interfaith Youth Core. This is a
ministry devoted to the education of young and old alike in the core values of Hindu, Christian, and Muslim
religions that make for peace in the world. Eboo Patel, a leader of the international movement for peace,
was just interviewed by CNN. Congratulations, Julie, on being
accepted to your dream position. We can't wait to hear
more! 

C Come to church on the first Sunday of January to hear about
prayer shawl ministry. Those who knit and those who would
like to learn will want to be present to hear about how
knitting is a ministry.

C Expressions of love are all around. 
Be a part of the good news in 2007!
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Women’s Fellowship News . . . January 2007

January 10: Circle VI, Ladies of the Evening, will gather in Fellowship Hall on
Wednesday, January 10 at 7:30 p.m. We will make Valentines for our
church homebound. This is a fun project and Ann Mullen brings many
supplies to help us and shows us how to be creative. If you have some
ribbon, lace or a few postage stamps please bring them and add to the supplies. Rita
Mayfield will provide refreshments and will also give devotions. We welcome all women
in the church to join us for an evening of fellowship. If you have any questions,
please call Trudy Bertram at (630) 819-1729.

January 12: Circle IV, Ladies of the Morning–Join this fun group of women from 9:00 to
11:00 a.m. for breakfast at the Egg Harbor Café, 157 Yorktown Shopping Center. For
more details or if you have any questions, please call Peggy Gutzke at
(630) 971-1382 or Edith Larson at (630) 852-0123.

January 26: Circle IV,Ladies of the Morning–Join Circle IV on Friday, January 26 in the church
parlor from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. for Stitch and Chat. If you have any questions, please
call Peggy Gutzke at (630) 971-1382 or Edith Larson at (630) 852-0123.

Women’s Fellowship Luncheon–There is no luncheon in January, but we look forward to seeing
everyone on February 15, 2007! Look for an announcement in the Sunday bulletins and February
Pilgrim.

Among Our Church Family

Remember our friends who were
hospitalized:

Bert Goff
Julie Burke
Betty Shea
Chuck Bair
Ed Botsford

James Boersma

Our Christian sympathies are extended to:

C The Hoglund family upon the passing of Rev.
Bill’s father, Gustave “Ed” Hoglund on
December 8. Funeral services were held at
Adams, Winterfield and Sullivan Funeral
Home on Wednesday, December 13.

C The Osborn family upon the passing of
Dave’s mother, Louise Osborn. Funeral
services were held at Hennessy-Nowak
Funeral Home in Calumet City on
Wednesday, December 27.

Baptisms:
Chloe Maren Hansen,

Daughter of John Hansen and
Lisa Trankar Hansen,

baptized on December 31.

Thankyous were received from:

C The Society of St. Vincent DePaul
C St. John United Church of Christ
C Walk-in Ministry of Hope

È È È

I want to thank you for the beautiful poinsettia
plant. I’m really enjoying it! -Greta Machalek
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Two Way Street Coffee house
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