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Worship in March

Sunday, March 4 9:00 and 10:45 a.m.
“The Four P’s of Prayer”

Holy Communion
Four P's of Prayer" is the title of Rev. Bill's
message on this Communion Sunday as he

uses the Parable of the Unjust Judge in
Luke 18 as the starting point for
telling us that when we pray we
need to be persistent, precise,

passionate, yet patient! The Chancel
Choir inspires us with their music today at 9:00
a.m. with Guided Path at 10:45 a.m.

Sunday, March 11 9:00 and 10:45 a.m.
"Return to Wholeness" 

Special Opportunity Sunday (see below)
Wellness Fair (see page 3)

When we take stock of ourselves, we long for
the days of innocence and purity when our
baptismal vows were made. We yearn for the
exuberance and clarity of our relationship with

God and ourselves before we “let
ourselves go.” Rev. Laura speaks of a

Lenten journey that includes a
self-assessment and call to
greater health in body, mind and

spirit. Along with her message,
experience the efforts of our Health and
Wellness Ministry Wellness Fair in Fellowship
Hall. Fellowship Choir shares musically at both
services.

Sunday, March 18 9:00 and 10:45 a.m.
"Me? The Miracle Maker?

You Gotta Be Kidding!"
Athletes use the old cliché "you make your own
breaks." But what does that really mean? Using
Joshua 5:9-12 as the text this morning, Rev.
Bill challenges us to consider what it might
mean for us to sometimes be the answer to our

prayers. Life is more than a snack or a
cold drink in one hand and a TV remote

in the other! Following Jesus is not
a spectator sport! We often have

what it takes within ourselves to
accomplish the incredible when we believe in
God's providence. Chancel Choir inspires us at
9:00 a.m., with Guided Path at 10:45 a.m.

Sunday, March 25 9:00 and 10:45 a.m.
"Keeping Your Focus" 

Staying focused is essential to a fulfilled
life. Today, Rev. Bill uses
Philippians 3:4b-14 to challenge us
to "keep our eyes on the prize" and

to have a clear understanding of what
your life is all about. Maria Carini is directing
the Chancel Choir this morning at 9:00 a.m.

Special Opportunity Sunday, March 11th

Times change. As you seat yourself in a newly-cushioned pew in our newly-renovated and redecorated
Sanctuary, you may recall that times maybe weren't so good for yourself back in the fall of 2005 when
you were contacted about making a pledge to our Committing To Our Vision Capital Campaign. 

Perhaps times have changed for you.

On Sunday, March 11, you will have a special opportunity to make a pledge to the Capital Campaign if
you have not already done so. Pledge cards and envelopes will be available in the pew racks on this
special Sunday so you can join us in Committing To Our Vision. Should you have any questions
about our Capital Campaign, please do not hesitate to contact our Capital Campaign
Coordinator, Jim Hallman (630-305-9806 or jjh93@juno.com).
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Adult Ed in March–Come Learn With Us!
Special Opportunities for Your Lenten Walk

Sunday, March 4
10:45 a.m. in the Chapel

“Parents and Grandparents as Spiritual Guides: 
Nurturing Children of the Promise”

Julie Maxwell and Marilee Williams, teachers
This class, sponsored by the Ministry of Christian
Education, encourages parents and grandparents to
intentionally guide their children and grandchildren
to walk with God, talk with God and make a place in
their home for the presence of God. A book with the
same title as the class will be the basis of
discussion. Childcare will be provided.  

Wednesday, March 7
7:00 p.m. in the Chapel

“Troubled Waters”
A Forum sponsored by

The Minstry of Christian Witness
"Troubled Waters" is a DVD of the ABC special on
the pending worldwide crisis in the availability of
water resources. Our own Paul Bertram will serve as
a resource for the evening discussion. All who share
a concern for the environment should plan to attend
this 7:00 to 9:30 p.m. forum. 

Sunday, March 11
10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

“Wellness Fair”
Nurture Your Body, Mind, & Soul

Sponsored by our Health and Wellness Ministry
Get a massage, do some yoga, take the Golf
Challenge, eat healthy snacks and more!!!

Wednesday, March 14
7:00 p.m. in the Chapel

“Ground Truth”
A Forum Sponsored by

The Ministry of Christian Witness
"Ground Truth" is another DVD featuring personal
statements from returning service personnel from
the Iraq war. Many face terrific adjustment to the
physical disabilities caused by war injuries, and all
express spiritual and emotional struggles in
readapting to civilian life. 7:00 to 9:30 p.m. 

Caution: This film is rated R for disturbing violent
content and language. For more information and a
preview of the film, see www.thegroundtruth.net

Sunday, March 18
10:45 a.m. in the Chapel

"When Love Hurts": Domestic Violence and
What the Faith Community Can Do To Help”
Bunmi Akinnusotu,Development Associate

Family Shelter Service
This presentation will cover the definition of
domestic abuse, the various forms, the barriers to
leaving, faith as a resource or a roadblock, and the
various ways people can help victims.

Wednesday, March 21
6:15–7:15 p.m. in the Chapel

 Seder Meal Experience
Revs. Bill and Laura will take us back to our Judeo-
Christian roots with a special Seder meal. Sign up
for this Wednesday night experience, as seating is
limited.

Financial Education
Wednesday, March 14, 7:30–9:30 p.m., or 

Sunday, March 18, 12:30–2:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Plan to attend one of these seminars, led by Donald
Duncan, church member and owner of D3 Financial
Counselors in Downers Grove. Subjects to be
discussed will focus on:
C Introduction to financial planning
C Tools you can use to analyze insurance,

college funding and retirement
C Taxes, investments and records
C Wills and trusts
C Life planning
Please register by contacting D3 Financial
Counselors at (630) 964-2094 or e-mail 
Nancy@D3FinancialCounselors.com.

Bible Quest in March
This month we start the book of Joshua. We meet
every Sunday at 6:00 p.m. in the chapel and go
over the previous week's readings. You don't need
to commit to every Sunday. Bring questions and
your own Bible. Different translations often help
discussions. Newcomers are welcome. Calendars
for each month are available on the chapel door. If
you have any questions call Char Wild at 985-4416.
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Children's Ministries

All Aboard The Holyland Xpress!

Easter Greetings from The Holyland Xpress and Creation Station!!!

In March we will be telling the story of three women—Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome. As
was their custom, these women prepared spices to anoint the body of Jesus. When they reached the tomb, they
were amazed to see that the stone had been rolled away. When they entered the tomb, they saw a young man
sitting on the right side.

As the women realized the stone had been moved, what might they have been thinking? What would you have felt if
you had been one of these women? If you would have been one of these women, would you have said anything to
anyone? Why or why not? These are some of the questions we will be discussing as we study this unit through the
workshops of Art, Music, Science, Movies or Storytelling.

We recently had the Sunday School children complete a survey expressing their thoughts about the Holyland
Xpress. The good news is they are still finding the Rotational Sunday School experience to be very rewarding.
There is something for everyone with the many workshops available. 

They also love to have their parents involved in their lives, including their Sunday School life. Teaching a Sunday
School unit is a commitment of less than 3 hours a month. You will miss 3 sermons that month, yes; but all of the
sermons are available on DVD. There is also a dynamic service at 10:45 a.m. you can attend. With your child as your
special classroom "helper," you will both have so many fun memories.

Peace, Jenni and Marilee  Do not be alarmed; . . . He has been raised; he is not here. (Mark 16:6)  

The Forest Preserve District
of DuPage County: What's in it for You?
On Saturday, March 10, at 8:00 a.m. in

Fellowship Hall, the FCC Brothers are offering a
light breakfast followed by a conversation with
Ranger John Roschay from the Forest Preserve
District of DuPage County. John will deliver a
program on the “Top 10 Things” to know about our
forest preserves. Expect an interesting talk about
these refuges from urbanization of our area, a video
and plenty of time to ask questions. All are
welcome! Please mark the Friendship Folder
with an “F” and the number attending, or let
the church office (630-968-0358) know how
many of your family will come. Contact Paul
Bertram (630-810-1729) if you have questions.

Thank you to all who came and joined the FCC
Brothers for pancakes on the Saturday of the Ice
Festival weekend. We served 180 breakfasts which
brought a profit of $716 for the church! We look
forward to helping with your plants and flower in
May.

First Friday Fellowship, Fun, and Food
First Friday will be meeting on Friday, March 2 at
6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Six dollars will cover a
delicious dinner and interesting program. Our
program presenter will be Bob Schieler, our Pastor
Emeritus. He is planning a program on the stained
glass windows in our sanctuary. Bob’s program
should interest many of us. First Friday is a
fellowship group for adults of any age. 

If you are not called and would like to
attend, please call Laura Lithio in the church
office at 630-968-0358 by Monday,
February 26. Just a reminder that First Friday will
not be meeting in April due to Good Friday services,
so this March meeting will be sign-up time for the
May play. Questions about the play? Call Janet
Freels at 630-968-5163.
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Women’s Fellowship News . . . March 2007

March 9: Circle IV, Ladies of the Morning–Join this fun group of women from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m. for
lunch at Famous Dave’s Bar BQ (206 Yorktown Shopping Center). For more details or if you
have any questions, please call Peggy Gutzke at (630) 971-1382 or Edith Larson at
(630) 852-0123.

March 14: Circle VI, Ladies of the Evening will meet in the parlor on Wednesday, March 14 at 7:30 p.m.
Charlene Cooper will present a program on signal quilts and the Underground Railroad. Our
hostess will be Donna Atchley with devotions by Patti Miller. Donations this month are for Linda
LovVron and the Westmont Convalescent Center. We invite all women to join us for an
evening of fellowship. If you have any questions, please call Trudy Bertram at
630-810-1729.

March 15: Women's Fellowship Luncheon—Come join us for a wonderful luncheon on March 15 at
12:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Afterwards Dina Keller (Zimmerman) will be presenting a program
entitled "Scraps to Crafts." All women of the church are welcome. Make reservations by
calling the church office at 968-0358 or Madeleine Pedersen 769-6172 by Monday,
March 12.

March 23: Circle IV,Ladies of the Morning–Join Circle IV on Friday, March 23 in the church parlor from
9:00 to 11:00 a.m. for Stitch and Chat. If you have any questions, please call Peggy
Gutzke at (630) 971-1382 or Edith Larson at (630) 852-0123.

E

Easter Flowers
Would you like to see our sanctuary in full bloom? Help us bring new life by sharing a spring
plant with us! We’ll do the work. Just fill out the blank below, attach your payment for
$11.00 (for each plant purchased) and bring/send it to the church office by Sunday,
March 25. Members of Chancel Beautification will purchase and arrange the plants for
Easter services on April 8.

Your name and the name of your loved ones will appear in the bulletin. 

PLEASE CHECK ONE

9 I would like to take my flower home after the 10:45 service of worship on Easter.
(We order a variety of plants; however, it is first come, first serve if you wish to take your plant[s] home.) 

9 I would like to leave my flower for distribution to our homebound members and friends. 

What a wonderful way to remember dear ones at this time of year!

Your Name:
(Please PRINT clearly)

Telephone Number:

Name of Loved One in whose memory flowers are given:

(Please PRINT clearly)

# of Plants ________ X $11.00=_________  (Checks may be made payable to First Congregational Church)
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Junior Youth Fellowship
You Have Made a Difference!

At your meeting in November, you put
together over 20 care packages for our
soldiers serving in Afghanistan and Iraq.
While this was a fun evening for us, you will
see from the letter below, it meant so much

to so many. This is what we are all about. Thank you to all
who contributed to the care packages. 

Our next gathering will be March 16. Please bring new
personal or household cleaning supplies that we will donate to
the Downers Grove Area FISH Pantry.

In keeping with the Lenten season, we will be baking some
traditional fare that we will enjoy in a Seder type meal. Our
aim will be to have enough to share with the congregation on
Sunday in Fellowship Hall along with the traditional fellowship
of coffeecake.

So come bake with us and let's do some "spiritual cleansing"
together. Reminders will be sent out in March. 

]]]

Dear Ms. Walsh-Rock and the First Congregational Church
UCC Downers Grove Youth Group:

On behalf of hundreds of American servicemen and women,
Operation Support Our Troops Illinois, Inc. (OSOT-IL) wants to
thank you for your generous donation of collected items for
our troops. At this time we are sending an average of one
hundred packages a week and this contribution will help us
continue with our mission. The boxes we send go a long way
to brighten the day of those serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.

We still have thousands of members of the armed forces in
very difficult and dangerous living conditions. They need to
know that we have not forgotten them. On our web site
(www.osotil.org) you can read some of the responses from our
package recipients, expressing their gratitude and telling us
how these packages have lifted their morale. It is not only the
contents of the package but the love that is enclosed from
people who care and make it possible.

Our entire staff of volunteers thanks you for being part of
Operation Support Our Troops - Illinois, Inc. Without your
support and help we would not be able to continue our work.
We sincerely appreciate your contribution and are very
grateful.

Sincerely,
Deborah Rickert and Joanne Bradna
Directors, Operation Support Our Troops - Illinois, Inc.

Notes from the Music Room
All musical groups are busy preparing for
weekly and special worship services. It
seems that we have just filed the Christmas
music away and now we are working on a
combination of Lenten and Easter music.
During Lent, music tends to be more
reflective on the message and mood of the
season. As we enter Holy Week, we hear the
shouting of "hosanna" only to be followed by
the Maundy Thursday and Good Friday texts
of pain, suffering, and ultimate sacrifice. The
"alleluias" return on Easter morning and
proclaim praise for our Risen Lord. May the
music during the coming weeks be a
blessing to your personal and corporate
worship experience!

DID YOU KNOW that Vince Walsh-Rock
regularly donates piano tuning services to
First Congregational Church? Piano tuning is
a skill that requires special training,
extensive experience, and a keen ear. Thank
you, Vince!

Among Our Church Family

Remember our friends
who were hospitalized:

Evelyn Dapogny
Kim Kaniewski
Nancy Vosahlik

Ed Tesar
Jean Pigman

Thankyous were received from:
C St. John United Church of Christ
C Heartland Blood Centers
C MAP International
C DuPage Habitat for Humanity
C Downers Grove Area FISH Pantry
C CUE Seminaries

We send a heartfelt thankyou to all those
who brought cookies and served
refreshments for the memorial service for
David Flanigan. You did a splendid job!

Sincerely, Elinor Flanigan and family
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What's New at First Congregational That Causes Us to Celebrate? 
A Good News Column by Rev. Laura

Perhaps you missed hearing the following bits and pieces of our life together. The listing below is just a glimpse
of the good news of being in faithful community together. There is so much to celebrate! 
Thanks be to God! 

C Our February women's retreat featured the unveiling of a 1930's antique quilt and pillow, now owned by the
Downers Grove Historical Society, but made by members of our church. The quilt is a lovely blue and white
with the names of 280 members of the church in 1930. Check the green sheets on the west narthex
bulletin board to see if any of your relatives made the list. Some of the interesting names include Downer,
Gilbert, Ide, Curtis, Lacey, ten Phelps and nineteen Miskellys!

C Bob and Olgha Sandman are headed to Turkey and beyond as a result of Bob's visit to a Global Ministries
meeting last September. Ask the Sandman's about this missionary adventure that begins in April.
Godspeed, Sandmans! We can't wait to hear more.

C We have a new kitchen steward! Anna May Miller has been taking the time to take inventory and work with
others to make sure that our kitchen is healthy and adequately stocked. Let's do our part to see that the
kitchen is the best it can be! Thank you, Anna May!

C We hear word that considerable construction will take place directly east of our building as a new
condominium complex begins development later in 2007. We are curious, of course, about how the change
in that site will affect us, especially during the heaviest construction. We patiently wait to meet our new
neighbors and bid them welcome to the neighborhood.

C All kinds of opportunities for summer '07 are listed on t he bulletin board, mid-hallway on the 4th level of the
education building. Antiquing near the Michigan dunes, anyone? How about taking your grandkids to church
camp? Come see the entire list of surprising opportunities! Bill and I can't speak highly enough of the life-
changing experience of church camp or the wholistic opportunity of Chautaugua Institute near Buffalo in New
York. See the bulletin board or go to www.il-odm.org or www.chautauqua-inst.org . 

C How lovely. Our 5th and 6th graders recently learned about baptism. As a part of their study they made
beautiful boxes including several symbols for commitments made in baptism. These boxes will be given to
babies baptized in our church as a gift. 

C The church staff celebrated Fat Tuesday with a dozen paczkis. As we ate these at staff meeting we
remembered with fondness Wayne Jones, former business manager, who introduced us to paczkis and
treated us with the delicacies each year. They are not exactly 'weight-watcher' approved but are a great
tradition the day before Lent.

I leave you with this one thought."While it takes courage to achieve greatness, it takes more courage to find
fulfillment in being ordinary. For the joys that last have little relationship to achievement, to standing one step
higher on the victory platform. What is the adventure in being ordinary? It is daring to love just for the pleasure
of giving it away. It is venturing to give new life and to nurture it to maturity. It is working hard for the pure joy of
being tired at the end of the day. It is caring and sharing and giving and loving..." M.Thomsen

The list includes only a few of the good news items discovered at 1047 Curtiss this month.
What else is cause for celebration as a community? Thanks be to God!
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Mission Eggs
Would you like to give to a particular mission?

On March 18, March 25, and April 1 in Fellowship Hall we will have plastic eggs with various mission project
names on them. You pick what you would like to make a donation to, put in your donation and return it by the
Sunday following Easter, April 15. What a great way to support the mission of your choice and help give support
to those who were cut from the budget! Below are the ministries we have chosen to support this year. We have
set a goal of $300 for each one.

Local
San Lucas United Church of Christ: Ministering to neighbors in the Humbolt Park area in Chicago, this church
sponsors youth programs, after-school tutoring programs, family counseling, day laborers' advocacy, a thrift
store, and several times a week serves hot meals for the homeless. They work with the Latino Coalition for
Better Public and Community Services and other groups such as Alcoholics Anonymous.

Advocate Child Trauma Center, Bolingbrook: The Child Trauma Center provides individual, family and group
therapy and diagnostic assessments. The center acts as the liaison between DCFS, courts, and the family in
cases of sexual abuse. Training for professionals, as well as education for parents and schools, is promoted by
this UCC-sponsored agency.

St. John United Church of Christ: St. John's UCC is an inner-city church that provides area people with a food
and clothing pantry, as well as a home for Alcoholics Anonymous meetings. Spiritual leader, Charlotte Nold, has
been an inspiration to those less fortunate folk who come to this church.

Access DuPage: Many families in DuPage County cannot afford health care. Access DuPage, thanks to area
doctors, offers basic, low-cost health care to those living at poverty level.

National
National Farm Worker Ministry: NFWM is an interfaith organization that supports farm workers as they
organize for empowerment, justice, and equality. Farm workers are among the poorest workers in this country
with an average annual income of less than $8,000. NFWM brings together national denominations, state
councils of churches, religious orders and congregations, and concerned individuals to act with the farm
workers to achieve fundamental change in their living and working conditions that in many places is still terrible.

International
Heifer: Heifer International is a nonprofit, humanitarian organization dedicated to ending world hunger and
saving the earth by providing livestock, trees, training and other resources to help poor families around the
globe become self-reliant, even those in Chicago. We will be asking the Sunday School children to collect for
chicks. They will be getting their own special egg with a surprise inside.

Honduras Scholarships: Our Honduras missionary, Lisa Armstrong, has rescued two teenage girls that have
been taken by the Honduras authorities from their abusive families. Lisa is requesting assistance in order to
provide living expenses for the girls and send them to be educated in the public school system. It is anticipated
that these two girls may become nurses in the mission's medical clinic in a few years, if all goes well. The only
alternative is to return them to the streets of Honduras where they are likely to become the lost and forgotten
of Honduran society.
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There Goes the Neighborhood
Should We Preserve Middle-Income Housing in Downers Grove?

You may have heard the term "affordable housing" being used lately. What is it and why is it being
discussed here in the quaint Village of Downers Grove and other suburbs?

Affordable housing is defined as,"housing for which the occupant is paying no more than 30% of his or
her income for gross housing costs, including utilities." (H.U.D.)

You and I remember saving to buy our first home. It worked for us then, why can't others do
it now?

The average Joe/Jane has simply been priced out of the market. In Downers Grove average income
increased 9% from 2000–2005 (U.S. Census) while home prices increased 68% during the same
period. The median value for a single family home in Downers Grove in 2005 was $362,000. The
median value for new construction was $791,000. 

So what, I'm getting rich and I don't want that riff raff in town anyway.

I'm getting old and I really like to have a health care aid nearby. Her husband happens to be a fire
fighter; I like having him around too. If we assume they have a combined income of $73,000 they
would need a house with a cost of about $220,000. Sorry folks, you can't live in Downers Grove.

Others who won't be able to afford a home in Downers will include teachers, police officers, retirees,
social workers, clergy, paralegal, physical therapists and others who may have a high level of
education but have chosen a poorly paid profession because of a passion for their work.

What can I do?

A coalition of churches and other organizations has formed as the DuPage United Downers Grove
Housing Team. We are suggesting that our elected officials take an active roll in working to find a
solution. Many other communities are actively engaged in addressing this issue including Highland
Park, St. Charles, Glencoe and Wilmette.

We invite you to attend a conversation with village council members and candidates on this critical
issue. This forum will be held on Sunday March 18 from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the First
United Methodist Church, 1032 Maple Ave. in Downers Grove.

Let's make it clear that this issue deserves attention.
Be an informed voter for yourself and your community.

Dave Reynolds
Christian Witness Ministry, Liaison to DuPage United, Downers Grove Housing Team
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Bridge Family Update
Sue, the single mother with whom we are
working through the Bridge Communities
program, continues to work diligently toward her
goal of self-sufficiency. She is pursuing a
bachelor's degree from National Louis
University in Human Services. This summer she
will be completing her coursework at College of
DuPage and then she will transfer to National
Louis in the fall. At National Louis she will be in
the fast track program and will be able to work
full-time while attending school one day a week,
completing her degree in one year. Currently
she is applying for scholarships to help pay for
her year at National Louis. She has already
received a local scholarship from Soroptimist
International and her application is being
reviewed now for a district and regional
scholarship.

Bridge Communities recently bought an
apartment building that they will be converting
to condominiums. These condominiums will be
available for purchase to graduates of their
program based on ability to pay. Sue is a
candidate for one of these condos and may
soon be a homeowner thanks to this creative
equity sharing program.
 
Bridge Communities is a non-profit organization
dedicated to providing transitional housing and
supportive services for homeless families in
DuPage County. The majority of the families are
single mother head-of-households and many
have been victims of domestic violence. Bridge
works to provide families with the life skills
needed to move from homelessness to
independent living.

First Congregational United Church of Christ of
Downers Grove is one of the churches that
partners with Bridge Communities. Our program
is called Bridge Transitions. There are many
opportunities for your involvement including
supporting our family through contributions of
Manna Money, being trained and serving as a
mentor, serving on the Bridge Transitions

Committee, and participating in and/or
supporting the annual Sleep-Out Saturday fund
raising event.

Our congratulations go out to Sue for all her
hard work! Her determination, strength,
perseverance, and faith are truly an inspiration.

If you would like to become involved,
please contact Tom Redig at
(630) 960-1771 or Mary Dove at
(630) 960-4021.

Support the
Coalition of Immokalee Workers!

The Coalition of Immokalee Workers has
announced a major mobilization for farmworker
justice, April 13 and 14, in the greater Chicago
area. Make your plans to join them for historic
actions that will usher in a new phase in the
Campaign for Fair Food. The CIW will travel to
Chicago from Immokalee, Florida, home of one
of the largest farmworker communities in the
country. The workers and their allies are
continuing to call for:

1) The right to a fair wage, after more than 25
years of sub-poverty wages and stagnant
piece rates;

2) The right for farmworkers to participate in
the decisions that affect their lives, after
decades of sweatshop conditions and
humiliating labor relations;

3) The right to a real code of conduct based on
modern labor standards.

There will be a major rally outside McDonald's
global headquarters in Oak Brook on Friday,
April 13 and a Carnival and Parade for Fair
Food, Real Rights, and Dignity on Saturday,
April 14 in downtown Chicago. If you want more
information regarding this exciting weekend,
please visit www.ciw-online.org.
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