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The Pastor’s Page: "I Wonder As I Wander...Out Under the Sky"

It was one of those nights when it wasn't so
beastly hot and I had just come home from a
meeting at church. Since I already knew what
those Cubs had done, my easy chair and TV
hardly beckoned with their usual persistence. I
went out to our deck and sat alone in our
moonlit backyard. It was there I saw the most
amazing spider web, with a spider that surely
looked big enough to ensnare a French poodle! 
I watched him (or her?) without getting too
close. I think I was watching every bit as
intently as that spider was intent in its weaving. 
I wasn't out there for very long, but it felt good
to have wandered outside and not to have
habitually reached for the remote that sat
before the television inside. 
 
It felt fulfilling to wonder about that spider. How
long had it lived? Was it the one that bit my
wife on the arm the other day? How big a web
would such a spider weave if left undisturbed?
It felt good to be home, without having rushed
to the remote, or upstairs or to the refrigerator
door(!). It felt good to be in moonlight. It felt
good to wonder . . . but it made me wonder why
I hardly ever wonder any more!

Maybe we've lost our wonder and trust because
we have lost our willingness to wander. We are
always going straight to the point, to the desk,
to the remote, to the meeting, marching our
way through a schedule of activity that leaves
us no time to truly see, wide-eyed like the little
ones. You can't wonder if you are moving too
fast. Maybe we would wonder more if we
wandered a bit more. Maybe even as we race
into the spirals of September we can take the

time to recover our trust in life and love. Maybe
we can be excited like school children–fresh
with a new pack of crayons, a new backpack, a
new teacher, and a new outlook...

"O the depth of the riches and wisdom and
knowledge of God! From God, through God and
in God are all things. To God be glory forever."
Amen.

Save These October Dates:

Sunday, October 7 at 4:00 p.m.
Guthrie Educational Forum:

"The Beauty and Adventure of
Crystal Photography"
with Lee Hendrickson

Sunday, October 14 at 10:45 a.m.
Adult Education and with luncheon to follow:

"Estate Planning Made Simple"
featuring Suzanne Nunn
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Worship in September 2007

September 2 9:30 a.m.
“Giving Back the Gift:

The Work and Worth of Worship”
Pew Communion

Labor Day Sunday
Today's worship will be in the style of Sunday
Celebration with Guided Path's music, as Rev. Bill
illustrates his message from Psalm 90:17 and
Romans 12:1 with three minutes of video entitled
"The Gift of Worship." Come and worship and "may
the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us;
establishing the work of our hands." 

September 9 9:30 a.m.

Rally Day and All Church (Indoor) Picnic

Be sure to join us on our last single service Sunday
for the year. Rev. Laura will preach for

this “blended” worship service,
and music will be provided by

Guided Path, Kevin Ballard at the
organ, and Chancel Choir. 

After worship, we're having a picnic (but
staying indoors)!!!! Games and fellowship begin
immediately following the 9:30 a.m. worship service
and continue through the morning. The Ministry of
Christian Fellowship will serve lunch beginning at
11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Brats, hot dogs,
sauerkraut, chips, corn on the cob, ice cream
sundaes, iced tea, lemonade and soda will be
provided. There will be
games for all ages and
face painting for kids.
Cost is $3 for adults,
$2 for children. Please
bring a salad or a side
dish to pass.

On September 16, we resume two services

at 9:00 a.m .and 10:45 a.m.

September 16 9:00 & 10:45 a.m.
“Reach for the Right Resources:

Dealing With Depression”
We focus on Paul's words in I Timothy 1:12-17
today and consider the resources at hand when
faced with the difficulties of depression. At the UCC
General Synod earlier this year, our church received
national recognition for what has been occurring
regarding mental health ministries. Rev. Bill made a
promise to God and to himself that he would more
frequently focus on Scripture and mental health
issues. Today's one of those opportunities.

September 23 9:00 & 10:45 a.m.
“Heaven: No More Tears, No More Death”

Rev. Bill rarely preaches from the last book of the
Bible, but today he examines Revelation 21:1-7,
whereby John of Patmos imagines heaven. Is it
reasonable to believe in an afterlife? Our preacher
will share his thoughts and then let you decide for
yourself. He does caution us not to be too dogmatic
about either the landscape or the membership. But
why speak of Heaven at a time like this? To quote a
phrase popularly repeated by a certain group of
apocalyptic believers earlier this summer: "It's
Gonna Happen."

September 30 9:00 & 10:45 a.m.
“To Be Truly Human”

The parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus
(Luke 16:19-31) has long been looked upon to give
us information about the "geography" of heaven
and hell and a host of other things. But that's
hardly the real focus of this passage. Today
Rev. Bill shows how this passage helps us better
comprehend what it means to be truly human.
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A September Stewardship Message

Digital cameras are marvelous creations. The
storage capacity is beyond anything we knew with
film cameras and the functions bring a whole new
sophistication to the most amateur of
photographers.
 
One of those amateur photographs, of a simple
dragonfly, turned out well enough that I asked my
computer to make it the background on my screen.
The computer cropped the photo so the center of
the image is highlighted. The dragonfly now is
several times life-size and the miracle of the
camera shows details that one can only imagine
when watching one of these graceful creatures
flitting through our yards.

In that space is a creature of God, a gift given to
those of us lucky enough to realize what a special
insect this is, to imagine its role in God's universe.
These gifts are available to us each day if we

acknowledge that we are indeed part of God's world
and willing to receive His grace. 

And as we walk the road toward a deeper
understanding of our faith, it should be evident that
we need to return that gift. As we enter a new
program year, we should examine the gifts we can
make to God's work–helping at a work day,
teaching a Sunday school class or going over our
finances with an eye to taking a step forward in our
contribution. 

Soon, the Stewardship Ministry will unveil its
campaign to meet the 2008 church budget. We'll
ask that you take that step forward–so that life's
small gifts you receive each day can be
reciprocated–so you can see your gift grow to
larger than life-size.

--William Aldrich, Stewardship Ministry

“Bring your offerings and sacrifices, your tithes and special gifts, what you have vowed to give and your freewill
offerings...because the Lord your God has blessed you.”  -Deuteronomy  14:22-23

Church Garage Sale
Saturday, September 22, from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

It's time to round up all that extra stuff you have cluttering up your home! We will be happy to take your
donations of household items, furniture, working electronics, toys, sporting goods, baby items, books, music
and videos, tools, collectibles, holiday & craft items, etc. (but no clothing or large exercise equipment, please!)

You may drop off all items (except furniture) Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
(Sept. 18–20) from 3:00 to 8:00 p.m. Furniture and other large items may be
dropped off Thursday evening (Sept. 20) from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. and Friday, Sept. 21
from noon to 7:00 p.m. To arrange for an earlier drop-off, or to have items picked up,
contact Gail Clark at 630-960-1731 (home) or 630-881-3362 (cell) or email her
at gclark214@comcast.net. If you have a collectible or other item that you think is
worth more than a garage sale asking price, let us know any time before the sale.
Barb Reynolds has again offered to put some items up for sale on EBay, with the
proceeds going to the church. Thanks, Barb! 

Of course, we also need many volunteers to help with set-up, pick-up, receiving,
sorting, pricing, cashiering, bagging, security, and take-down. We will have sign-up
sheets available in Fellowship Hall on Sundays before the sale. Please take a shift or two–it's a great
fellowship opportunity, and we feed volunteers, too! Don't forget our church members' presale on Friday evening
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.–and be sure to spread the word to your friends, neighbors, and co-workers about all
the great bargains we will have on Saturday from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.! Thank you!    -Gail Clark
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Music Opportunities for All

Chancel Choir
Chancel Choir is open to high school students
and all adults. Chancel Choir rehearses on
Thursday evenings from 7:30–9:15 p.m. under the
direction of Kevin Ballard, Director of Music
Ministries and Organist/Choirmaster
(orgelknab@sbcglobal.net or 630-768-6293). This
choir sings an average of three Sundays a month at
the 9:00 a.m. service and at other special services.
A kick-off picnic is scheduled for August 30 at
Kevin's home, and regular rehearsals begin on
Thursday, September 6. No audition is required!

Anacrusis Ringers
Anacrusis Ringers is a high school-aged and
adult handbell ensemble of intermediate/
advanced ringers that rehearses on Wednesday
evenings from 7:45–9:00 p.m. starting September
12 under the direction of Kevin Ballard. This
ensemble provides music at the 9:00 a.m. service
approximately once a month. Confirmation students
might consider joining since rehearsals are
immediately after Confirmation class.

Harps Angelica
Lessons every other Tuesday morning are being
offered in the chapel for $15.00 a person. If there is
a need, lesson time might be adjusted to
accommodate new and interested players. FCC owns
one harp that is currently not in use. We would love
to have others interested come and be a part of our
group. Please contact Dr. Jan Remer-Osborn at
630-969-8280 or
Jan.Remer-Osborn@advocatehealth.com 

Fellowship Choir
Fellowship Choir is open to those in grades
7–12, under the leadership of Jann Mochelle
(630-968-1516 or curlietop333@comcast.net). This
group rehearses from 10:00–10:45 a.m. on Sunday
mornings in the Chapel beginning on September 16
and ends in time to regularly attend or participate in
the Sunday Celebration Service. This group sings
approximately every 4–6 weeks during the 10:45
Sunday Celebration service and at select 9:00 a.m.
services. This group rehearses weekly unless it is a
religious or school holiday.

Junior Choir and Tintinnabulators
If you are in first through sixth grade and love
to sing, you should join Junior Choir. We have a
great time learning music that praises God. Junior
Choir will be presenting another fabulous musical in
the spring giving you an opportunity to show off your
acting, singing, and dancing abilities. Junior Choir
meets on Sundays, 10:15–11:00 a.m. Junior Choir
rehearsals will begin Sunday, September 16 under
the direction of Maria Carini, Assistant Director of
Music (mcarin1m@aol.com or at 708-655-5179).

Now, if you're not a singer, but love to play
instruments, you should join the
Tintinnabulators (Tins) handbell ensemble. Our
Tins group includes fourth graders and older and
meets on Sundays, from 11:00–11:30 a.m. under
the direction of Maria Carini. Hope to see all former
and, hopefully, some new members on Sunday,
September 16!!!

Guided Path and Angels
Please contact Jim Molina, Sunday Celebration
Coordinator, at 630-865-6681 or camayall@aol.com
if you are interested in learning about opportunities
in these auditioned groups.

Cherub Choir
Our youngest singers of 4-years-old through
kindergarten have the opportunity to learn and
present songs of the church in late November or
early December and in May under the leadership of
Peggy Gutzke (630- 971-1382) and rehearse
seasonally.

Instrumentalists and Vocalists
If you would like to play an instrument or sing as an
expression of your faith, please contact Kevin
Ballard (orgelknab@sbcglobal.net or
630-768-6293), Director of Music Ministries and
Organist/Choirmaster.
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Children's Ministries

All Aboard The Holyland Xpress!

News from Children’s Ministries
Listen . . .can you hear the whistle blow? It's the Holyland Xpress chugging down the line! Looks like it'll be right on
time, as always. This year she'll be pulling into the First Congregational Church Station on Sunday, September 9 at
9:30 a.m. You won't want to miss it!

Our first Workshop in the Holyland Xpress this year is Money and Time - Being Good Stewards. The focus of this
unit will be that as Children (and adults) of God, we are called to practice good stewardship by giving generously of
the God-given gifts of our talents, our time, and our money. Giving gifts of our time and talents is worth just as
much to the church as giving gifts of money or possessions. Perfect segue into . . . how will you be using your time
and talents this year? 

The Sunday School Rotation Workshop Schedule for the 2007-08 year is listed below. Please look it over and find
an area that would interest you to teach. Remember, one of the advantages of the Rotation Workshop is the adult
volunteers can work focused on their particular passions and gifts in one main learning medium, i.e., cooking,
storytelling, drama, arts and crafts, music, or audio visual. There is an Opportunity Page on the easel outside the
Parlor doors waiting for your name, or feel free to give Marilee Williams a call at 971-2573 or Jenni Hallman at
305-9806. You can always look at the unit ahead of time to help you with your decision.

September 2007—Money & Time February 2008—Dance for Joy
October 2007—Bible Unit March 2008—Easter Go & Tell
November 2007—Dig into the Bible April 2008—Teach us How to Pray
December 2007—The Gift of Jesus May 2008—David the King
January 2008—The Peacemakers

Thank you to those who gave of their time and talents this summer by teaching Summer Sunday School. John and
Skyla Hall, Kim Kaniewski, Susan Keys, Barb and Joe Kilar, Nancy Kupka, Laurie Olsen, Gloria Walsh-Rock,
Janelle Whittaker, and Char Wild. “He who does nothing for others does nothing for himself.” (Goethe) 

The All-Church Picnic is also on Rally Day immediately following the 9:30 service. I hope you are all able to stay and
enjoy. Please see additional information concerning the picnic in this issue of The Pilgrim. It will be good to share
stories of how everyone's summer days were spent while enjoying the food prepared by the Ministry of Christian
Fellowship.

Welcome back!
Jenni Hallman and Marilee Williams

Heifer Hoedown!
Sunday, September 16 from 2:00 pm - 6:00 p.m.

DuPage County Fairgrounds, 2015 Manchester Road, Wheaton
You are invited! Come to the Heifer Hoedown for a celebration recognizing all those in the Chicago area that
have been supporters of Heifer International. Join the fun, including a BBQ dinner, music, line dancing, games,
a farmer's market, silent auction, and live llamas and goats.  Meet other Heifer supporters and celebrate the
impact you are making on world hunger - it's worth celebrating! Call the Heifer International office at (312)
850-3330 to reserve your tickets.  Ticket prices are $17 per adult, $8 per child (5-10 yrs) and $55
maximum per family.  Hurry - last year was a sellout!
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Women’s Fellowship News
 September 2007

We're reaching toward Fall ... and the beginning of a new Women's Fellowship year. Take a look and see what's
in store for the coming year. 

September 7: Circle IV, Ladies of the Morning–Join Circle IV on Friday, September 7 in the church
parlor from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. for Stitch and Chat. Remember, you don't have to have
anything to stitch. Just come for the chat. If you have any questions, please call
Peggy Gutzke at (630) 971-1382.

September 12: Circle VI, Ladies of the Evening–Wednesday, September 12 at 6:30 p.m. will be our first
meeting of the fall with a potluck supper at Patti Miller’s home, 937 Summit Street in
Downers Grove. Patti will furnish chicken and beverages. Women are asked to bring a salad,
vegetable, or dessert to share. If you have questions or to let us know you’re coming,
please call Patti at 630-969-9004.

September 20: Women's Fellowship Luncheon—Come join us on September 20 at 12:30 p.m. for a fun
luncheon at Julie Ide's house, 1500 83rd Street. (That is where the Christmas tree farm
is–on 83rd Street) Bring a salad to pass and a joke, poem, or short story you wish to share.
If you need a ride or directions, contact Char Wild at 985-4416. Please contact Julie
(630-985-9299) or Char to let us know you're coming. Women’s Fellowship meets on
the third Thursday of each month from September through May. Join us!

September 21: Circle IV, Ladies of the Morning–Join us in Fellowship Hall where we’ll help sort and price
items for the All Church Garage Sale. Come anytime after 9:00 a.m. and stay as long as
you’d like. If you are interested in joining a fun bunch of women and need more
information, call Peggy Gutzke at 630-971-1382.

What We Did over Our Summer Vacation
Five confirmands and counselor Cindy Lonhart spent
a week last month at Confirmation Camp at Pilgrim
Park. The week included study of Christian Living,
Church History, Bible and Worship. It also included
activity time, a service project and theological
discussions. They also received 218 pieces of mail
or e-mails from their church during the week! Thanks
to all who took time to write. So what did campers
James Dahle, Erich Eisenhart, Dominique Nadeau,
Heidi Lockett and Jenna Niemi think of the week?
Here's a sampling of some of their thoughts from the
last day of camp.

"A fun thing for me was archery."

"I enjoyed the Christian Living class. It really made
me think about how everyone has different opinions
about Christianity. The teacher, (Rev.) Francina
(Parrett), was a big inspiration and I really liked her. A
major thing I learned is how lucky I am to have what I
have."

"My favorite exercise was the label exercise. It had a
great message that every person should know: Don't
judge a person by their cover."

"There were other activities like swimming, archery,
creek walking, arts & crafts, quiet time and, my
favorite, high ropes. Camp was not only learning
about God, but learning about yourself and all the
new friends you made."

"Along with all the fun, there was love in the camp,
between friends, counselors, teachers and food. I've
never really felt it. ... It was great. I recommend this
camp to everyone in Christ, and I would love to go
back."

Seventh-graders and parents:
Mark your calendars for

Confirmation Camp 2008. 
Tentative dates are

Sunday, July 27 to Saturday, August 2.
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2007-2008

Biblequest
This month we will be looking at 12 different
prophets. This will complete our study of the Old
Testament. We meet every Sunday at 6:00 p.m.
in the Chapel and go over the previous week's
readings. You don't need to commit to every
Sunday. Bring questions and your own Bible.
Different translations often help discussions.
Newcomers are welcome! Calendars for each month
are on the chapel door. If you have any questions
call me. Char Wild 985-4416

Blood Drive September 11 in Fellowship
Hall
The next blood drive is scheduled
for Tuesday, September 11, 2007
in Fellowship Hall from 2:30 to
7:00 p.m. Those who have

donated at the church during the last two years are
on our call list and will be contacted. However, if
you are new to the church or if the caller can't catch
up with you, we still want your blood!!
Call Joyce Nerud (969-1361) and set up an
appointment. 

This is a very important outreach program
sponsored by the Congregational Care Ministry. Our
goal is usually in the neighborhood of 30 pints of
accepted blood. Please help us reach our goal ...
and it would be great if we passed it!

Our Bridge Family
Sunday, September 23

Sue Dixon, our Bridge mom, will be in church
September 23 to talk about what Bridge
Communities and our congregation's involvement
have meant to her family. They have recently moved
out of their Bridge apartment and, in October, they
will be buying their own condominium.

Bridge Communities is a non-profit organization
dedicated to providing transitional housing and
supportive services for homeless families in DuPage
County. The majority of the families are single
mother head-of-households and many have been
victims of domestic violence. Bridge works to
provide families with the life skills needed to move
from homelessness to independent living.

Meet Sue and hear her story. Learn about this
program from someone who's life it has changed.
Her faith, determination, courage, and hard work
will inspire all who hear.

New Tutoring Classes Need Volunteers
English (ESL) classes will begin at Downers Grove
First Congregational UCC in October. Re-institution
of the Laubach Method, coupled with pronunciation
and conversation group classes, will begin for
students on Monday, October 15. A “Methods and
Materials Workshop” will meet Monday, October 8
for all interested tutors. Please call the church
office at 630-968-0358 or Linda Steed at
630-969-5447.

As many recall, 30 years ago a voluntary network of
our congregation began teaching the Laubach
Method: Herb Adams, Wayne Guthrie, and Dorothea
Wetherhold, to name a few. What the new program
needs is the voluntary work of people willing to turor
one person one hour each week. Two instructors
from the College of DuPage have already
volunteered. Furthermore, Bonnie Kendall and Judi
Davenport presently tutor individual ESL students.
Thank you for giving your consideration, support,
and time.

Confirmation Program
Signup Reminder

Have you registered your student for the
Confirmation program? Our church is blessed with a
program that has a potential for 30 students.

Please send in your registration form today!

First-year Disciples Program
September 9 is kick-off Sunday for students and
parents. Students and parents meet for
orientation from 9:00–9:30 a.m. in the Chapel.
After orientation, parents will go to worship and
students will stay for class.

Second-year Apostles Program
The orientation session for Apostle students and
parents will be held on Wednesday, September 5
from 7:00–8:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

September 9 is kick-off Sunday for the Apostles
mentoring program. Parents and students will
come to 9:30 a.m. worship. Students will be
dismissed for their mentoring session in Room 503
after the Lord's Prayer.
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Do you want to make a difference in someone's life?
Do you have time to share? 

Join the Walk-in Ministry of Hope for a New Volunteer Open House!
The Walk-in Ministry of Hope (WIMOH), is looking for people who would like to give their time to help
neighbors in need. A not-for-profit organization, WIMOH serves walk-in clients who are unemployed,
underemployed or homeless. Interview volunteers listen compassionately to the stories of these clients, assess
immediate needs, and respond with voucher services or referrals to other helping agencies. Clients come from
the surrounding six villages of Darien, Downers Grove, Lisle, Westmont, Willowbrook and Woodridge.

Please join WIMOH for a New Volunteer Open House
Wednesday, September 26, 2007

9:30 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.
at

First Congregational Church, UCC
1047 Curtiss Street, Room 602

Downers Grove, IL 60515

Whether you have just a few hours a month or more we can use your help! Please consider joining an
incredible group of people dedicated to helping those in our own neighborhoods that need it the most. For
further information please log on to www.walkinministryofhope.org. To RSVP or for further details on current
volunteer opportunities, call Janell Robinson at 630-322-9803 ext. 1, or email at
janell.robinson@WIMOH.org. 

It's All about Being Connected 
Last month, members of our Ministry of

Congregational Care met with the Ministry of Evangelism
and Membership to determine how we might help newer
members get better connected to the life and ministries
of our church. We believe getting engaged in a small
group is a super way for folk to do that, but it's not
always easy for a newer member to know how to get
connected. That's why we hope to energize the
“First Friends” idea. 

If a newer member would like a "First Friend,"
someone whom they could call if they had a question
about virtually anything in the life of our congregation,
we'd like to provide that. That "First Friend" would also
be someone who might gently invite and/or update a
newer member about activities and events, too. 

Now, not everyone one who joins our congregation
may feel the need for a First Friend, but if you're a
newer member and would like a First Friend, call
the church office (630-968- 0358) and someone
from our Ministry of Congregational Care or our
Evangelism Ministry will get back to you! 

We're also planning some simple lunches down the
road, after Sunday Celebration, as a means to get better
connected! Watch for more news in the bulletins,
onscreen Sundays, and through The Pilgrim. If we don't
have your current e-mail, please send it to
fccdg@firstcongdg.org because it's all about being
connected! 

Entertainment Books Now Available–$20
Yes, you read that right. The 2008

Entertainment Coupon books are available for only
$20! These books contain many “two-for-one”
dining offers as well as huge discounts on
movies, hotels, car rentals, golfing, dry cleaning,
clothing, eyeglasses, and many others. Using the
Dominick’s coupons alone (four coupons at $5 off
each) pays for the book. But you are not only
saving money for yourself; you are also
contributing to two of your favorite organizations:
DuPage Habitat for Humanity and First
Congregational Church of Downers Grove. 

There are three editions for the Chicago area:
North/Northwest, South/Southwest, and
West/Central. And don’t forget that you may also
purchase books for many locations throughout the
U.S. and Canada. Surprise a loved one in San
Diego, Sarasota, St. Louis, or many other
locations with a copy of this best-seller. 

Give the gift that keeps on giving all year
round! You may purchase your book(s) from
Stan Steed during Continental Breakfast or
call him at 969-5447.
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September Good News for the People of God
at First Congregational UCC,  Downers Grove!

C Have you noticed the beautiful garden in front of the church on the east side?
It is a memorial to Rachel Hois, daughter of Laura and Billy Hois, who we lost at too early an age
several years ago. Laura and Billy approached the church about having a tree planted to honor
Rachel's memory. Judi Davenport and Bill Aldrich got involved and expanded the concept into a
small garden for the front of the church. In the garden is an upright ginko which will fit the space
perfectly over the years. The garden has a purple theme, Rachel's favorite color. It was funded with
private contributions as well as from memorial funds and our Building and Grounds reserve. Please
walk the path and sit on the bench or just enjoy it as you walk by. With fond memories of Rachel,
the garden is dedicated to her.

C We have a lot of computer savvy people in our church.
Before we come out looking for you, how about volunteering to come in and help out with back ups,
etc. Some of our computers haven't been backed up since Dec 29, 2006. Come in and enjoy all
our office foodstuffs. We're a friendly and appreciative crowd!

C Great opportunity! Take your child to brunch! Woo a Woo!
Time to celebrate fall church school. We have more kids registered than ever! How about
emphasizing the importance of the Holy Land Xpress with a fun trip to one of the local restaurants
with a train theme. Take a couple of Sunday school friends, maybe even a teacher or two, to lunch
in downtown Downers Grove at the 2 Toots Whistle Stop Grill right on the Burlington Railroad, or
next to Toys R Us on 75th at the All Aboard Restaurant. It's you’re interest in our program and the
Christian journey that impresses our young ones. 

C An Invitation
Our church has been invited to a special mission/witness gathering in Miami to examine the plight
of migrant workers in this country. The National Farm Workers Ministry will be gathering the first
week in February 2008 in Miami and want us to come. Consider this your invitation. If we can find
an interested group of ten, we will consider a mission/witness trip. I can tell you that those who
went to the tomato fields in December 2004 on the invitation of the Coalition of Immokalee
workers, now see tomatoes and ministry with farm workers ministry in a whole new light. A picture
is worth a thousand words. Email me at revlaura@firstcongdg.org (with the subject line “farm
worker trip”) to indicate your interest. 

C Our God is an awesome God
Don't forget that you are loved beyond what you can even fathom. When September begins to
overwhelm, go to the One who binds us together, for in God all things are possible. 
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Are you concerned about the hungry and homeless in DuPage County?
Sign up to help!

P.A.D.S. MISSION
OUR SHELTER FOR THE HOMELESS (P.A.D.S.) IS COUNTING ON 

First Congregational UCC of Downers Grove
to PROVIDE OUR BUILDING

THROUGHOUT THE NEW PADS SEASON AS WE HAVE DONE FOR
THE LAST 21 YEARS.

October is the month First Congregational is
responsible for the food and volunteers. We need your help!

Please sign up today and put this in the offering plate or mail it to us.

” I will attend an orientation program to learn more about our upcoming PADS season.
Count on me to attend Monday, September 24, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.

” I am unable to come to the meeting, but call or e-mail me to confirm the above
information and answer any questions I may have.

Name (Please Print) _______________________ e-mail _____________________

Home Phone _____________________________ Work Phone _________________

SHIFT

Provide food
for supper 6:00-9:00pm 9:00-11:00pm 11:00pm-

3:00am 3:00-7:00am 5:30-7:00am
Breakfast

October 1

October 8

October 15

October 22

October 29

Thanks for making our house a home for 28 weeks of the year! 
We need your help once again to feed and house 50 guests a night!
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Personnel Committee Update

The Personnel Committee has continued its diligent work on several projects. Sub-groups, consisting
of members of the Personnel Committee, have been moving forward on these projects. One sub-group
is proposing revisions to our operating procedures to accurately reflect the role of the Personnel
Committee. The proposed revisions are listed below and will be voted on by the Church Cabinet.

Another sub-group met with the church office staff in June to begin the process of reviewing job
descriptions that will accurately reflect the current responsibilities assigned to each position. 

The committee has also spent a considerable amount of time discussing effective strategies in
dealing with conflict. As the committee serves as a conduit for effective communication, we are
striving to further enhance communication links within our church.

Proposed revisions to Personnel Committee operating procedures:

Recommended revisions are written in final form. It is noted that the requested revisions are
consistent with our Constitution and By-Laws, and standard personnel Policy and Practices. Wording
changes and additions are underlined, and item (k) rearranges the sentence and deleted a parenthetic
note.

The Personnel Committee shall be a standing committee consisting of at least six members of
whom two shall be elected at the Annual Meeting to serve a term of three years. In addition, the
Vice Moderator shall be a member.

h) Recommend to the Church Cabinet persons for hire as Church staff. Determine salary and
salary ranges consistent with current Personnel Policy and Practices.

k) Provide assistance to church staff, as needed.

l) As necessary, serve as a mediating body in the case of strained relationships between
members of the congregation and members of the church staff or between church staff
members.

Questions or concerns may be addressed by any member of the Personnel Committee.
Larry Bryant (Co-chair) (630) 963-3784
Nick Costanzi (630) 964-9034
Evelyn Dickerson (630) 769-6130
Montrew Dunham (630) 971-0858
Rev. Bill Hoglund (Pastoral staff) (630) 968-0358

Marilyn Jelinek (Adjunct member) (630) 789-3999
Bill Lockett (630) 985-6596
Pamela Toleikis (630) 963-2229
Vince Walsh-Rock (Co-chair) (630) 719-1839
Tom Williams (Vice Moderator) (630) 971-2573
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Among Our Church Family

Remember our friends
who were hospitalized:

Mary Turner
Warren Larson
Vern Cleveland
Bonita Morris
Addie Piper

Thankyous:

Thank you for your generous donation of
$1,133.87 from your annual water bottle sales,
in support of DuPage Habitat for Humanity.

Since our founding in 1995, the lives of 34
families have been transformed with a "hand up,
not a hand out." New homes have been built or
rehabbed in partnership with the housing ministry
of DuPage Habitat and the energy, time, and
compassion of the many volunteers, faith based
communities, grade school and high school
students, trade unions, local businesses,
corporations, and the "sweat" of our partner
families.
With sincere thanks,
DuPage Habitat for Humanity

ÈÈÈ

Our thanks goes to all who followed and
supported our adventure to climb to the summit
of Mt. Rainier August 5-6. Foremost was the
financial contributions you made to the Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society, which was a major
reason for undertaking the challenge. Of those
who attempt the climb, only about 50% actually
make it all the way, and we put 2 of the 3 of us
on top, with the other climbing the highest of our
Chicago group who did not (yet!) reach the top.
We are a generous and caring congregation, and
we felt your prayers, concerns and support during
our training and the climb itself. Thank you!  

-Paul Bertram, John Hibbeln, Billy Hois 

Training Offered for
Senior Respite Volunteers

You can help a family caregiver in your community by
becoming a respite volunteer with the In-Home Senior
Respite Program of Metropolitan Family Services DuPage.
Respite volunteer training sessions have been scheduled
for Sunday, September 16 from 4:00–7:00 p.m.,
Wednesday, September 19 from 9:00 a.m.–Noon,
and Thursday, September 20 from 6:00–9:00 p.m.
Volunteers need attend only one session. 

Volunteers provide short weekly respite visits to an
older adult so that the family caregiver can leave the
home to take care of their personal and business needs.
Volunteers provide a social visit only, and no hands-on
assistance is required. Respite volunteers may visit, play
cards, work a puzzle, or watch TV with an older adult.
Volunteers are matched with families who live in their
community, and can work alone or in teams with family
members, friends or co-workers.

The training will be held at Metropolitan Family
Services DuPage, 222 E. Willow in Wheaton.
Volunteers must register in advance by calling
Monica Lockie, program coordinator at 630-784-
4875 or e-mail her at LockieMgmetrofamily.org.
There is no cost for the training. The In-Home Senior
Respite Program is a free service for all families of
DuPage County and is supported by United Way, City of
Naperville, and DuPage County Community Development
Block Grant.

TOMMY'S KIDS and TEENS FOR TEENS 
Support Group

"If you are old enough to love,
you are old enough to grieve."

Helping children who have experienced the death of
someone they love is one of the most difficult tasks a
parent or other relative may ever face. Tommy's Kids and
Teens for Teens help children express their feelings,
learn healthy ways of coping with loss, and build
confidence for their future.

Tommy's Kids is for children ages 4–11. Teens for
Teens is for ages 12–17. The six week Fall session
begins Thursday, September 20, 6:00–7:30pm. The
groups are held at Adventist St. Thomas Hospice, 8230
S. Madison Street, Burr Ridge, IL 60527. 

For more information or to register, call Rosie
Cohen at 630-856-6993 or Heather Kochen at
630-856-6985. Group size is limited and free to all
members of the community.
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